
HAZARDOUS ENERGY CONTROL AND MISHAP 
PREVENTION SIGNS AND TAGS 

AFOSH STD 91-501, Chapter 21 & HAFBI 91-302 
 
 
 

AFOSH STD 91-501, Chapter 21 References: 
 

1.  Are safety, health, and fire prevention signs used effectively for worker awareness and 
education in industrial, shop, and other work areas to convey a clear, concise message to 
prevent mishaps?  (Reference 21.1.2.) 
 
2.  Are safety, health, or fire prevention tags used only as a temporary warning prior to 
safeguarding or correcting the hazard?  (Reference 21.2.) 
 
3.  Are locks used with tags as a positive means of isolating energy sources and 
preventing the unexpected start-up of machines and equipment?  (Reference 21.3.3.) 
 
4.  Are procedures developed and documented for the safe and proper use of locks and 
tags?  (Reference 21.3.4.) 
 
5.  Has a training plan been developed to provide initial and recurring training on 
lockout/tagout procedures?  (Reference 21.3.5.) 
 
6.  Is a periodic inspection of the lockout/tagout program conducted at least annually?  
(Reference 21.3.6.) 
 
7.  Is an adequate supply of safety tags and locks available for use?  (Reference 21.3.5.) 
 
8.  Do danger, caution, and safety information signs meet color and size criteria?  
(Reference 21.4.1 – 21.4.2.) 
 
9.  Does the wording (or graphics) clearly convey the mishap prevention message?  
(Reference 21.4.1 & 21.4.1.3.) 
 
10.  Are Risk Assessment Codes (RAC) and verification dates assigned by safety, fire, or 
health, as appropriate, to ensure hazards requiring more than 30 days to correct are 
entered into hazard abatement system and that the back of tags are annotated?  (Reference 
AFI 91-301) 
 
11.  Is AF Form 979, Danger Tag, used only to identify immediate danger situations 
with Risk Assessment Codes 1 through 3?  (Reference 21.5.2.2.) 
 



12.  Are base ground safety personnel notified of “Danger” and “Caution” tag removal 
after correction of hazard?  (Reference 21.5.1.3.) 
 
13.  Is AF Form 980, Caution Tag, used to identify or warn of potential hazards?  
(Reference 21.5.2.3.) 
 
14.  Is AF Form 981, Out of Order Tag, used to warn of a hazard if the equipment, 
machinery, tool, utility, or system is used?  NOTE:  May be tagged with unserviceable or 
repairable tag if prescribed by T.O.  (Reference 21.5.2.4.) 
 
15.  Is AF Form 982, Do Not Start, used to warn personnel of a potential hazard if the 
equipment is restarted?  (Reference 21.5.2.5.1.) 
 
16.  Is notification given to personnel in the area before and after lockout/tagout controls 
are used?  (Reference 21.6.1.) 
 
17.  Does the supervisor or operator responsible for a machine or equipment have 
knowledge of the type and magnitude of the energy source and the methods and means to 
control the source?  (Reference 21.6.1.1.) 
 
18.  Are lockout/tagout devices attached in a manner that will hold the energy isolating 
devices in a “safe” or “off” position?  (Reference 21.6.1.3.2.) 
 
19.  Are specific procedures utilized during shift or personnel changes to ensure the 
continuity of lockout or tagout protection?  (Reference 21.6.1.8.) 
 
20.  Is initial and recurring job training on the lockout/tagout program conducted 
documented, and kept up-to-date?  (Reference 21.6.2.1. – 21.6.2.3.) 
 
21.  Are periodic self-inspections conducted and documented by the unit?  (Reference 
21.6.3.2.) 
 
 
HAFBI 91-302 References:
 
22.  Has a survey of all machines been conducted by the supervisor to determine which 
machines require energy control procedures?  (Reference 4.1.1.) 
 

a. Has the supervisor documented this survey on OO-ALC Form 530, 
Equipment Survey for Lockout/Tagout Procedures?  (Reference 4.1.1.) 

 
b. Does this form identify all machines surveyed (whether they require energy 

control procedures or not) to include location, machine name, machine 
preventative maintenance number or other identification number, whether 
energy control procedures are required, date of survey, and any other 
clarifying comments?  (Reference 4.1.2.) 



 
c. Is the form kept current by the supervisor, as new machines are 

added/removed to the work area?  (Reference 4.1.3.)  
 

d. Does equipment that requires energy control procedures have OO-ALC 
HAFB VA 91-202, Caution Lockout Procedures Apply sticker attached 
near the controls?  (Reference 4.2.1.) 

 
23.  Is an OO-ALC Form 215, Control of Hazardous Energy Procedures 
(Lockout/Tagout), attached to each machine that requires energy control procedures?  
(Reference 4.3.1.) 
 

a. Is this form filled out completely and are procedural steps specific?  
(Reference 4.3.1. & Attachment 2) 

 
24.  Does the supervisor conduct and document periodic self-inspections of the 
lockout/tagout program in accordance with paragraph 5.2?  Is the inspection forwarded to 
the functional manager for review no later than 15 October of each year?  (Reference 
5.2.) 
 
25.  Does the supervisor of the owning organization communicate with contractors and 
vice versa to inform each other of respective lockout/tagout procedures?  (Reference 6.4.) 
 
26.  Are all personnel trained on lockout/tagout issues and is this training documented in 
accordance with paragraphs 3.1 – 3.3?  


